CONTRACTS I COURSE SYLLABUS 

INTRODUCTION AND COURSE DESCRIPTION

Course:	Contracts I			      Term:  Fall 2026
Course Number:   L130			      Day and Time:  Monday, 11:00am-12:20pm
								       Wednesday, 11:00am-12:20pm
Number of Units:  3				      Instructors: Justin Atkinson
								  jatkinson@sjcl.edu
              Michael Ting
								   michael.ting@faculty.sjcl.edu	
                                                                                                          
								          
Course Description: This course introduces students to the basic elements of contractual liability, including the fundamental principles of contract formation. This course also includes an analysis and application of the Uniform Commercial Code.  

Office Hours:  By appointment. Use “Book time to meet with me” link in outlook. 

Student Learning Outcomes: This course will cover and assess the following Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs):

[bookmark: _Hlk15461723][bookmark: _Toc453597770]	Student Learning Outcome 1.  Comprehend the structures and processes of the U.S. legal system and foundational substantive law.
Student Learning Outcome 2.  Demonstrate proficiency in legal analysis and problem solving.
Student Learning Outcome 3.  Demonstrate competence in written and oral communication.
Student Learning Outcome 4.  Demonstrate mastery of strategies and technologies of legal research.
Student Learning Outcome 5.  Recognize and resolve ethical issues.


GRADING:

The final exam will be 100% of your course grade. However, this score may be raised or lowered by up to 2%, depending on quality of classroom participation and performance (see below).

Class Participation:
CLASS PARTICIPATION IS REQUIRED.  A student who is unable to participate due to lack of preparation may be deemed absent (see Student Handbook).  Regular attendance, competently briefing cases when called upon, and good faith efforts to answer questions during Socratic dialogue are the minimum expected of each student.  In addition, throughout the semester students will be given in-class assignments to assess learning, hone test-taking skills, and develop practical abilities.  Repeated failure to prepare for class or complete in-class assignments, without good cause, will result in a grade of 50 being given to the student for the course, regardless of that student’s exam score.




Attendance:

Attendance is required. Any failure to attend class and/or deemed absences may be considered in determining class participation points.  Repeated absences may result in removal from the class (see Student Handbook). Only 6 absences are allowed this semester. 


REQUIRED MATERIALS:
Contracts: A Contemporary Approach, Kunz & Chomsky, 4th ed. (West)  
Contract Law: Selected Source Materials Annotated, Burton & Eisenberg
You are responsible for all the Restatements, UCC sections, and other provisions of law that we discuss in class, even if the sections discussed are not included in the textbook or supplement. 
Other Readings as assigned (available on TWEN).


COURSE SCHEDULE
The following is a tentative schedule. If we have not completed our discussion of the material in any given assignment, we will continue where we left off at the next class meeting.  If a substantial change in a reading assignment occurs, I will send you a revised reading schedule via your SJCL.EDU e-mail. Changes WILL occur. It is your responsibility to keep apprised of any changes. 


[bookmark: _Hlk14081822]Course:  Contracts I			Term:	Fall 2026		Instructor:  Justin Atkinson

	[bookmark: _Hlk15287317]Date
	Assignment
	Topics Covered
	SLOs

	Aug 17, 2026
	1-37;
73-106
	Introduction; Sources of contract Law; Objective theory of contracts; Offer: definite and certain terms, advertisements, and rewards
	SLOs 1 & 2

	Aug 19, 2026
	
	Cont…
	

	Aug 24, 2026

	44-45; 64-70; 113-129
	Offer: definite and certain terms cont…, lapse, death; Acceptance: mirror-image rule

	SLOs 1 & 2

	Aug 26, 2026

	
	Cont…
	

	August 31, 2026

	129-147; 169-170; 126-136
	Acceptance: bilateral v unilateral; Limitations on revocation of unilateral offers; Acceptance: conduct or silence
	SLOs 1 & 2

	Sep 2, 2026
	
	 Cont…

	

	Sep 7, 2026

	
	NO CLASS/ LABOR DAY
	

	Sep 9, 2026

	163-179 (and Dickinson v Dodds)
	Rejection; Indirect revocation; Irrevocable offers; Mailbox rule; Activities
	SLOs 1 & 2

	Sep 14, 2026

	179-212
(and Itoh v Jordan) 
	UCC acceptance
	SLOs 1 & 2

	Sep 16, 2026

	
	Cont…
	

	Sep 21, 2026

	213-251
(and Hamer v Sidway, Schnell v Nell, Batsakis v Demostsis)

	 Consideration
	SLOs 1 & 2

	Sep 23, 2026

	
	 Cont…

	

	Sept 28, 2026

	251-286 (and Birdsall v Saucier
	Consideration, continued: illusory promises, unfounded claims, modification, accord and satisfaction
	SLOs 1 & 2

	Sept 30, 2026

	
	Cont…
	

	Oct 5, 2026

	295-364
	Remedies intro; Promissory estoppel; other potential methods of enforcing promise;
	SLOs 1 & 2

	Oct 7, 2026

	
	Cont…
	

	Oct 12, 2026

	364-398 (and Cleveland v Gorden; Halman v Lemke) 
	Restitution; Capacity(infancy)

	SLOs 1 & 2

	Oct 14, 2026

	
	Cont…
	

	Oct 19, 2026

	398-419 (and Ortelere v TRB)
	Capacity (mental)
	SLOs 1 & 2

	Oct 21, 2026
	
	Cont…
	

	Oct 26, 2026

	419-438 (and Sherwood v Walker)
	Mistake
	SLOs 1, 2, & 3

	Oct 28, 2026

	
	Cont…
	

	Nov 2, 2026

	450-469; (and Barrer v Women’s National Bank; Kannavos v. Annino; Stambovsky v Ackley)
	Misrepresentation
	SLOs 1 & 2

	Nov 4, 2026

	
	Cont…
	

	Nov 9, 2026
	415-430; Holler v Holler; Alaska Packers v Domenico; Austin v Loral
	Duress
	SLOs 1 & 2

	Nov 11, 2026
	
	Cont…
	

	Nov 16, 2026
	
	TBD
	

	Nov 18, 2026
	
	 TBD
	

	Nov 23, 2026
	
	Review
	

	Dec 8, 2026
	
	FINAL EXAM  11:00 am
	



**The schedule and procedures for this course are subject to change.**



COUNSELING SUPPORT SERVICES
SimpleTherapy is a confidential resource for students and their immediate household members provided at no cost by San Joaquin College of Law. The program is designed to help students address a variety of concerns, such as anxiety, stress, substance abuse and adjustment issues that may impact academic performance and cause personal distress. 
Simple EAP gives you access to a variety of clinical and non-clinical resources, including confidential access to a licensed therapist 24/7 for short-term counseling, and up to three sessions per situation every six months. Contact Simple resources by phone at 1-888-425-4800, through the App, eConnect Mobile, or at https://www.simpleeap.com/ with the username: sjclstudents. For questions, please contact me or Beth Pitcock at bpitcock@sjcl.edu.

